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ba T is: che miſery of pions undertakings, 
wg eſpecially:in marcers of weight, thar 
aa by reafon of ihumane: frailtie,; they 
Sg cannot beperfedted at once, but by 
degrees, andafrermuch time: whence it com- 
meth ro paſſe, that they are often given over, 
'of by interveeningoppotrion forced toabor- 
tion, and imperfe iſſue. Such -was the caſe of 
that great reformation begun with 'us, as in 
the daics ofthoſe renowned Princes, King Ed- 
Ward, and 'QueeneElizaberh, arid tilt this day, 
remaining anaccompliſhed. :: i52:m +/+: - 
Thoſe how bleſſed; Martyrs: and: fioly Cones: 
feſſonts', whowere under thoſe pious Princes, - 
thefirſt Reformers.of aur Church found:thiogs | 
by chat PapallApoſtacy:ſo.much corryptedand 
disjo6inted, tlar/being unable at oace ro:gope 
with all thediſeaies of che: Charch;chey did;as 
wiſePhyſirians; ſer _—_— firſt againſt ay 


Se. | 
| molt deadly, deferring the reftelll afcerwards, 
Hence by < they migh- 


uffering and preaching, 
tily pulled downe the "Babylon of Popiſhdo- 
Arine, and ſomething too_ they didin matter 
of Governemene and Diſcipline. Bur becauſe 
che vitafls of rhe Church conſiſt in do&rinall 
vericies, therefore their chicfc/bear of endeg- 
your was for a reformationin them, whichia 
their time with great ſacceſle they cffeftcd: lea- 
ving the reducing of Government and. Diſci- 

line toir's Primitive integririg,. as a worke to 

e done by poſteritie, 

Bur, alas, as uſually ic fallsour, the bellows 
of perſecution ceaſing, the fire of xeale ſoone 
beganne to abate ; fo that after chat firſt heate 
and peas of reformation , (as ifthey which 
had but begun, had at one eſſay dove more then 
enough) the buſineſſe wene on nofurther even 
eill this day, Nay. (as ſome edifice! gi- 
ven over before it bee covered ) it bath 
ſince rather decaied and fallen backe againe. 
Snchpower hath pompe andeaſe to blunt the 
edge of ſacredinventions, and quench che ſpi- 
rit of reformation, 

. As maladies not perfealy cared, recurae, or 

earn to ſome other diſeaſes, ſo was it with this 
imperfe& ceformwarion;dodrinall points being 
reduced, but matter of diſcipline lefr in ic's 
former ſtate, almoſt untouched : hence aroſe 
amongſt us, even from the cradle of our refor- 
med Church , three ſeverall opinions, ek 
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(3) 
have continued even til] this time? whoſe dif. 
cord nouriſhed by: oppoficion 'of hor ſpirits, 
hath encreaſed till now they arecometo thar 
extremitie;thar che life and __ this ſacred 
Bodie, is even endangered thereby. | 2: * 

- One ſide cries downeEpiſtopacie for Anti» 


. chriſtian ; and all the dependent Governe- 


ment, Canons, Ceremonies, and Lirturgiefor 
remainders of Poperic, abominable, andrto bee 
departed from. - Theorher: extreme , criepir 
up for ſacred, ob Divine, Apoſtolicke ioftituri- 
on; and it's ndenr Politie for the moſt ab< 
folare, to which all ougheero "— aro02 
Rule of PerfeQion': cenſaring octier-Chur« 
cheswhich have ic nor,cicher - —_—_ oof 
rfe&, wanting a tmaineparr of cheir beze oe. 
"In the midſt of theſe 2 area Remnane of 
fad lookers on, 'which-have' mourned in fecret; 
ſaffered with parterice,: prayed for peace, and' 
preachedir ; and ſanQtification tothe people 
while thoſe other two, oneby ſeparacing, hs 
otherby perſecuting, and both by froward diſ- 
pating,have ſervedup cheir differences gan in- 
olterable, irreconcileablebcighe. Bork theſe 
facrificing rotheirown conceits, /acconnt all 
which are age —_ - be agalun M, 
[Bur eſpec .*thar T pa on' (for 
diftinQioos fake wa OW fo-toicallir:) 
which by the:indulgence- of gtacious Princes 
growing powerfull, have laboured ag extirpa- 
cionof all whiet will nor. thinkegTay';, and 
Dey > mi " ſwearc 
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(4) 
ſweare totheir opinions. . Hence of late have: 
all beene involved, :asof the oppoſite fation,. 
whichare-notof theirs;. and.no place lefc for 
a..maderate; neutrality. New .Ceremonies., 
Taskes, Cavots; Oathes have.beene invenced; 
as nets and; fives: torry:outall ;-a8 badifiſhi or 
chaffe;,- which have burdiſliked the remaining) 
corriprtions and: defects, which the firſt plunge: 
of:Refonmarion did nor redrefle; ;.>No'tolera-: 
ting-how of any thing azaburcheny, muck:lefle, 
fileor” diſhiking) of -what: wee! could-.in'ifecrer: 
grieye for:,: but poratmend >: bur approve all; 
rcare to alkwe muſt,:orche be chraſt out; : as; 
ſchiſtariciald Puritans; andiexcrementitions 
burthbiensaf:the Eharch,- or: i ohh dof, 
 Qnchisenforcement, We(a:part of a Mylti- 
tude:of:laborious: Presbyers of the Church in 
thenamedfall:therreft)/dae how: Complainea 
becauſcin:this height of, alldevouringFation) 
Om —— will no-longer privitedge 
from extirpations 1 GH, 
-)Ab&ſib into-our. hands, God Rm {@ 
bletigan opportiipity,as to-fpeak tothe whole 
Kingdame, Hcad abd Metybers ar onde; inone 
w800Joyped and intent, about a-work of 
._- Cn win ummm, 5 args rr 
:& lay open i ann Grigvances, rhoping'thar:the 
ſez Eang foil tho.qurndbinge af theſe 
coales of diſſenſion, which bave not ovly lived, 
bat cncrgaſed for ſo many years in the Church; 
by complkgpgof that Reformation ; —_ 
poll ih * þ The 
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the mairte vitall cy was long ſinceeffefted:. 
and in the reſt (wee hope; and'pray) after 
more then anage <Finterin rionzis reſerved as 
your Crowne: and'Glory to be perfeQed. | 
*Experiendehath ere this eavohe asthe woe- 
fall effects oftrhalfe dotie 'worke:' the upſhioe: 
of6ur jarres now declares thar ſcrupulous uUr= 
- ging of Rituals, cannot fland with the welfare 
of a Charch:': Thoſe Convulſions, and renting 
Paines 'the hody now 'feeles , ſhew usthar the 
burmours were tor ar firſt- folly putged:'God 
Will have a through worke done. If inſtead of 
_ redrefingtharwhich —_— , you thinkers 
tranfit'21 "theſe: differences by:rempring iof 
Perfos; 56d nor T Loopy well you may tuſh 
our Tronbles for a ſes but cheywill rethrne 
againe \ with a greater violence -* 
i$that Powerratuared which! aldne 
cat bp1Bprs hears tpn po :Andifrthe 
Gs take pleaſare itt this his Churchjhe 
wi 1 give the'effe® ther # may be performed)! 
If n men wonld reſt: 4n-the ſole authorieyof 
eheSrhn, ;” moſt cortroverſies both 'abdur 
4ith abd Formes'of Government 
Dt finde 4h caſie relvlution,”> Apdifbe- 
ſides Gads Word), Webring Hone 


oo TOON tear eontentipodalo cnds,. 


5 fade) differ tiothwiore iafes- 
ie es: minds Joe ir opinibn”z' and 
each will "Jote'on, 'Sti@' Ppropugne” his owne 


colicehts Heir judgembtits/ diffecic one from 
another, 


my 

anoeher,andofe framahemfelres,,; rio 

Let the divively jaſpiccd writiogs Sin bes 
our guide in this point of Ghyrch Government: 
what is there conſticared muſt bee held inyiola= 
bles whar is a deviation from. that, quaſkt = 

accounted Apolſtacy and Corruption,es well in 
Diſcipline as in No&rine;.'no plca Sroncg 
ty or-univerlalicy, can priviledge it from that « 
imputation, what js.oot, therein, appointed, 
mixſtar moſt bee held. but as conducent.nor ner 
ceſſarie.. No, thoagh it be provedgo. be recei- 
ved into the Chorehes, in the age immediarly 
faccecding the Apoltles; all after ;them were 
ns RI > ſpire. And it; PPE 
 Ambicion aod Coxpa che Charch c in 
the Covernment of eCharch,a re0rs ele 
Dodrine thereof. 

Suffer necherefare , with your. wonce: ed pati- 
_ enceandleniry. which Wes. H preingaged br 
no fide or faction, but the free humbleand mee 
ſervancs of Truth, ro declare our minds con- 
cerning the. may any ef the Chuxc ſel 

£3g0Ycrnments,and as Veru Wenu[us 

's ribs) fromthe EEE 

vie griev remaine 
ck ID ficance of Chriich 

t. Irisape dinance 
there ſhould he. Pafters 20d. Teacher ht is 
Charch for the adminiftrarion of of the be; 
| wed ney L Diſcipline.: hy 
2.  Thonehmalh Idbes. Sacietic of | che 


Paſtors 


073 
Paſtors or Presbytersin every particalarCharch, 
is an Apoſtolicke appointment; who have alſv 
:exaQly preſcribed what manner of men they 
ought to be. | | 

- 2, Thar this company of Elders ſhould have 
the charge of rhe Church, in which they are 
conftitured :andthe power of Feeding, Cenſu- 
ring and Ordering the Flocke commitred to 
them : as alſo of ordering Elders and Officers 
in the'Church : The worke of Preaching and 
ſacramenrall adminiſtration'to be done by any 
-oneof them : Butthar of Juriſdiction and Or- 
dination by the fociery, as a common Act, nor 
competible toany onein particular. 

4. Among theſe,and in all their As, there 
oughtto be Decencie, Order ,' the Bond of 
Peace, Humility, Mecknefle, and an ayme, that 
the ſpirir of the moſt ſcandalous Offender, or 
ſtubborneſt oppoſer may be brought ro Re- 
pentance, and ſavedin the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus: 

5. That the Bounds and extent of every 
particular Church'ought tro bea Towne, and 
ſo much of the adjacent Territory and Villa- 
ges a* ſuch a Presbytery can well by rhemſelvs 
watch over, and rake a ſpirituall care of. 

6. That rhis ſociety , eſpecially rhoſe of 
them which labour inthe word and DoArine,may 
challenge from che People, whom they rake 
ſpiritnal care of,doable hoxour,and liberal ſuir- 
able Maintenance, to the Calling they execute. 

B 2. That 
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7. Thatevery one who is conſecrate tothis. 


Presbyrerie or Office muſt was ow #t * be rnſtant 
in ir,and therfore reſide within the confines of 
that Church, where he hath ſach charge, or 
there where he may by himſelfe on all occaſi- 
onsatrend on it. | 

8, Thar in caſes .of ſtrife and difficulty in any 
Church, recourſe ruſt be had-to the Meertin 
_ ofthe moſt able Presbyters of the Churches for 
their determinations : and every one oughe to- 
ſubje&his Spirit tothe Spirics of ſuchProphers, 
yielding to the Cuſtomes of the Churches of 
God: provided they crofſe not the All-com- 
manding evidence of Gods immutable Ward, 
cither dircaly, or by due conſequenee. 

Theſe are Rules in the Goſpell, either dire. 
Aly conſtituted, or evidently deduced out of 
expreſſe Conſtitution; or pradtiſe ſo folemn and 
Univerſall, that it hathin it the reaſon and 
vertue ofa Conftitution:ſo that every addition 
which thwarteth or hindereth the due execu- 
tion of theſe, muſt needs be accounted a Dege- 
neration from originall purity of Govern- 
ment;anda corruptionin ſacred Politie , have 
it never ſo-much Antiquity, or weight of hy. 
mane Authority to plead forit, andgivecoun- 
tenance to it. : 

One thing more there is-which. on probable 
. ground, {cemerh to be taken up by the pradtiſe 
of ſome Churches in the latter endof the Apo- 
| Rolike age,ſome ofthem yet living;and _— 
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the proſtaſte or preſidence of one of theſe pu- 


ſtars, Biſhops ox Presbyters above the reſt. Burit 


cannot poffibly with any colour of conſequence = 
be provedeo be 4atboritartve: being only for 
Order and Unitie, that all their common Aas 
ſhould havea beginning from One: as if many 
Deacons ſhould appoint an Arch-Deacon , or 
many Biſhops an Arch-Biſhop, in common aQs 
co be the Mouch and Hand of the ſociety, 
 Andchis preeminence of One(if the urmoſt 
of darkeprobabilicy begranced) appearerh to 
be bat the meere practiſe 'of ſome particular 


_ Churches; ſo thatit cannot have the univerſall 


binding force of a Law from that ground;much 
_ . att Apoſtolike Coaftitacion, or Divine 
Light, | 

Now are we deſcended from the firſt Age, 
and ſo what ever follows can be bat of hamane 
and alterable Conftirurion, Very ſoon theſe 
preſidents of rhe Presbyreries,cither aflumed, or 
by their Compresbyters had conferred on them 
Anthoriry and Jurisditionz andby way of pro+ 
pricry the name of Bſhop :{o chat where before 
it was the Presbyrery,cow it was the Biſbop and 
his Presbyters. 

Bat obſerve : x. That his Dioces, Pariſh, or 
Church was no larger then He and his Presby- 
ters conld well Overſee and Governe. 2. That 
this B:ſbop had the Burthen, as well as the Dig- 
nitic and Chiefty paſſed over tohim,for He was 
the ordinary Preacher of that Church : the 

B 2 Prebyers 


(10): | 
Fresbnters for the moſt pare _— in'matter- 
of Diſcipline and: ſacramentall. Adminiſtratt-- 
on. 3. Thathedid nothing of weight by him- 
ſelfe, bur with rhe concurring Authorigy and! 
conſent of his Preebyierze. = 

Beyond this, we will notproceed : for'theſe 
Biſhopsnow gotten above their Brethren, and 
making upthe maine body of rhe-Councels, in 
which all Decrees were enated;: knew how to: 
make the diftance *crwixt themſelves and-cheir 
once Compresbyrers greater and greater, by 
lifting up themſelves,and depreſſing thoſe,who: 
now of Afociates were become Servants and: 
Vaſſals ro Epiſcopall principalitie. | 

Bur what-ever came to paſſe.in after Ages,it 
was bur by the hand of Maa eſtabliſhed,and the 
like hand may aboliſhir : reduced all muſt he ro 
che former Scripture andApoſtolik rules. If ac- 
ceſlories deviat from them,they areApoſtacies, 
which muſt be: reduced., if.chere bea through 
Reformation. How can their maintenance be 
juſtified in a Church which hath profeſſed to 
make the Scriptures her Rule, andco rejec all 
which is-exalted againſt its Divine and abſolute 
SOveEraignty. 

Proofes we have not annexed-to the former 
aflerred Truths, to avoyd over-bold prolixirie 
in a ſupplication of this nature :-as alſo becauſe 
the moſt of them are obvioas to every Mans 
colletion which is exerciſed in Gods Bonke. 
Bur if any of them ſhall be oppoſed, being cal- 
led toit.by Authoricy, and having the free- 
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dome of indifferent, not preingaged Jadpes we: 
will by Gods grace with/atl:mecknefſe:make 
good whar is heere afſerted againft.al.concras 
dition of gain-ſayers, | 

Now will we proceed to an'ennmeration of 
thoſe obliquitics and corruptions in our Charch 
Government , which-call'ro'your'ſupreame 
Power to be reQified. Andwee proteſt befor 
the All-knowing God, thac Wee docir not our 
ofenvieof any mans Grearneile, or ambirions 
Aﬀetarion to bee medling in State affaires., 
things too high for us : but from-the-powerfull 
command of Conſcience; from unfaigned loye 
to the Goſpell of Chrift,whoſe Efficacie is much 
impeached by rhe following Corruptions; and 
and from filiall' Commiſeration of our woun- 
ded andtorne Morher;. Whoſe breaches' wee 
verily apprehend cannot be made np,but by re- 
ducing of her Diſcipline to a pure Concordance 
wich Hoſe original) Divine-Preſcriprions. -: 
We complain then, 45 Is 

I. That the Power of Juriſdiction and Or- 
dination is claimed and exerciſed by Biſhops, as 
their ſole Right , in a diſtioQtion from»Pregby- 
zers,, This -we affirme tobe aw Exorbitance 
from the: ſecondof thoſe right; originall and 
Apoſtolike. Ordinances for Church Govern-- 
ment. Andas itis a departure from the Rule; 
ſo it isa maine corruption of evHl conſequence 
ia the Church: for iris, Firſt; an Ufurpation 
and undue appropriation of a. Legacie which 


Chriſt beſtowed in Common , to reſide in the 
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Cayde whole Preſbjrerie, and tobee exer- 
Ciſedby their common ſuffrage. Ienec being in 
the Preſbyters power to ſtrip themſelves, and 
caſt on one man that which was beſtowed, and - 
by the Donor intended to the whole Commu- 
nicy oftheir.ſocietie. Secondly, a ſevering of 
the Word andthe Keyes , which cannot wich- 
our detriment to cicher bee ſundred. To Feed 
and Rulearethe twoparts of P aftor-ſhip:where 
borh tare, thereis a Paſtor : ſo that, with us, 
whileiris Ones worke co poverne which ſel- 
dome Feedeth : and che worke of the reſt ro 
Feed, which maſt not meddle with Govern- 
ment, there is no full Paftor: Bur rhe Office is 
deſtroyed by being divided; and che Word in 
the monthes ofadifarmed Preſbyrerce is weake, 
edgelefſe and contemptible. Thirdly, che or- 
daining of a Number of Presbyters art large : 
whereby the Chorch is filled with needy Mini- 
ſters,looſe from any ſerled employment, fit at 
low rates to beehired by fat Plaraliſts, Non- 
Reſidents, and Lazic Voluptuarics; which elſe 
would bee to ſeeke of Mercenarie ſupplies, or 
beedriven ins penuric to give higher wages. 
Bur hereby the Sacred Office is expoſedto Con- 
tempt!; and che Ordination to the Office and 
Inftiration into'a Charge, are made ſeverall 
Ads; a divorce unheard of in that Primitive 
Politie: Which grofſe abuſe could not bee, if 
Ordination were the common Atofthe whole 
Preſbyterze of a Charch. Fourchly, intromiffion 

ro 


(x3) 
to the Overſight of Congregations of Men: Sj- 


moniacall, ſcandalous, and unapt to teach :: 


which can caſily ſteale into Oftice, by the con- 
nivence or corruption of One; bat if the 


Power were in a Maltitude, it could not ſoone: 


be effected. 
2, The exceſſive Provinciall extent of Di. 


oceſan (burches, is an evident departure not 


onely fromthe fife of thoſe y_ originall Con- 
ſtitutions ;. but alſo from the manner of afrer 
Apes, till B:ſhopsin their Synods provided bet - 


ter for their own Greatneſſe, then the (hurche s 
welfare. Then chey degraded the Chorepsſcop:; 
and made Orders that Bſbops ſhould: be placed 


oaly in the greater and more frequentedCities. 
This is, as a departure from the firſt pare man- 


ner; ſo much for the worſe; for hence griſe- 
theſe Grievances : Negle& of Reformation, 


both ia diſordered Miniſters and People: Re- 


morenelk ofthe z:ſhops ſeat : Expences of Tra- 
vailing ; Difficaltic of proving, and tedious ex<: 
peQatian of the iſſye' of Suits, where Crimes. 
muſt bee tried before Jadges:, who are meere: 
ſtrangers to the Perſons and Cauſes comming: 
before them, deterre almoft all men from: ſo 
troubleſome an undertaking : And thus the: 
Churches arepeſter'd with infamous Offenders; 
- which could: nat be if the bounds of a Church 
were ſoappeinted, that all irs members mighe 


be under the eye of the Governours. 2. De 


| pa” 
tation of Authoritie and Juriſditionto others; : 
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4 moft/grofle degeneration from that Primi- 
tive Diſcipline ; which never heard of ſuch a 
thing as the. deputing of any part of Paſtoral! ' 
Office : which is committed to Men for their 
Perſonal!l abilities; and cannot withour aBuſe 
be committed ro thole who are ofc Lay men, 
and neither of Paſtorallparts or Calling. Hence 
that numerous friek ſubordination of Officers, 
with the multitude of Fees), which muſt needs 
be, where the Charchesare whole Countries; fo 
largesthat ir is impoſſible that one F ator ſhould 
diſpatch all by himſclfe. 

3. The Non-reftdence of men having Paſto- 
7all ChDgeis a groſſe violation of the ſeventh: 
of thoſe Apoſtolike Conftitutions; and is an 
unexcaſable Corruption, unfic to betolerared 
in apy well governed (harch. 

4. A Plurality of Paſtorall Charges underta- 
ken by ane Man, is alſoa groſſe exorbirancie, 
brought in with the former, after Church Go- 
verment was at the worſt, Two Evils, which are - 
the ſhame of our Church, not fit ro bee namedin 
a-Reformed Church + broughtin, and continn- 
ed meerely.tonourifh Ambition, Pompe , Vo- 
luptuouines, and Avarice in Clerg:ze-men. Theſe 
ewo uſually goe.togerher,this laſt neceſfitating 
the former ; and are ſeminatie Evils. Firſt, in- 
ducing a neceſiitieof deputing P aſtorall Charge, 
which every one before God undertakes to per- 
forme in his owne Perſon. Secondly, Church 
Robbery , by tranſporting the ſacred allow_ 
anca * 
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ance paid andintended forthe:maintenance of 
2 vigilant painfoll Peffor-over the ſoules of the 
People which afford it -ro another Place and 
Perſon; which hath onely rhe Tile and Charge, 
bur do th not the worke of a Paſtor. 3. Thirdly, 
Tmpierie in pong a Mercenary unableforrhe 
— or Injuſftice, if He ſubſtitute. one able 
and fully diſcharging the Office, allowing him 
the leaſt parr of that maintenance which was 
originallyiarended (and in nootherplea can 
be challenged of che People) for performing 
the Office. 7 Z 
- $5. impoſing, andrigoggus urging on great, 
nadoing , cxtirpating Penalties , Ceremonies, 
Taskes, and Oathes, meerely ad placitum, and 
for their owne ends ; contrary to the fourth of 
thoſe prime Scriprnre Cannons; wherby Chri- 
flian libertic in indifferents is much impaited. 
Many worthy Men of great abiliries,paines and 
ſuccefſe of Miniſtry in their Charges, but of ren- 
derand ſtri Conſciences,have been chruſt our; 
ſchiſmes and difſentions in the bowels of the 
Church', for the ſpace now of more then foure« 
ſcore yeares nouriſhed, to the prejudice of our 
Eccleſiafticall Peace ; which we apprehendcan 
never be fully arrained, till liberty of Conſci- 
ence in indifferencies, andpointsofſmallcon- 
ſequence, bur ,great Controverſie bee granted. 
If ſeveritie of Cenſures , and force .could have 


brought forth Unitie, ir had in this time beene 


effeted, This Remedie hath beene long ap- 
C plied 
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plied, and yet fadd experience now tells;ns,thae: 
the diſeaſe hath growne.warſe agd/worle- 

6. The carriage andconftieutionof our Cone 
vocations or(ifthey may be (© called aur Nati- 
anall Synodes.is ſuch, that ic is impoſſible co 
proceedroa reformation in anyofcheaſe Eccle- 
ſafticall diſtortions, by that way : what arc- 
they, for the maine, but Mezecings of the one 
Parry, conſiſting of Biſhops , Deanes , . Arch- 
Deacons,and orher dependers on Epiſcopacy, 
and precagagcd perſans? 'So that there is as 
little hope for usof reformation in poines of 
Goveramenr, from them, az was for the Prote- 
ſtants fide, ofa faire deciſion of their cont ro 
verſiesin che Councell of Trene, where parcics 
are Tudges, the ſentence is pafſed, .beforc the. 
cauſe is heard. oy 

We have done. Would to Ged we could” 
make the Churches maladies, andour grievan- 
ces fewer : So far are we from making:them o- 
dious, by raiſing them to a-multitade. Theſe 
ſix we conceive to be the Capirall and Semina- 
ry evils : Others of inferiorallay we omit, be- 
cauſe they moſtly flow from theſe,and the prin- 
- ” being removed, the Acceſſaries will allo - 

[l. 

Oh that there were a way to curellcers, 
and nor firſt to-unrip them,and lay them open? 
Weproteſt before the ſearcher of all hearcs! 
that nothing bat our zeale to the Truth, and 
our Mothers welfare, could have moved us our 


of - 


"WY.Y | 


.paſſe on us any hard Cenſureof Here 
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of a'reſolution- offilence, and broughe us to 
ſtand up chus as Plaintiffes. 


'Far be-it from any charitably minded Chri- 
ſtian, whoſe eye ſhall be caſt on;theſe on 
1e,Schiſm, 

or faftious inclination, | 
Wecall not all Epiſcopacie Anti-Chriſtian, 


norcondemne their ſuperiority, as ſimply un- 


lawfull, as didthatold Aeriws. Though we 


muſt needs ſay, what every. Godly Antiquary 
cannor bur ſee, that it was a faire occaſion for 


char Myſtery of iniquity to worke on ; a fit- 
ly raiſed ground on which to build thar fabrick 
of confuſton, the Papacy. Thar man of ſinne, 
ſoon learned to exalr himſelfe above Biſhops 


from their elevation above their once fellow 


Presbyters. How juſtly were they made Vaſ. 


ſals to the Pope, who firſt had made the Pres- 


byters of the Churches theirs ? 
Neither do we erzgere altare contra altare, 
diſſolve the Charches unity, and leave her 


-Communion for theſe corruptions, When 
we call for a Cure, we affirme that there is life, 
and hope of recovery. It i3anargumenc that 
our charity remaines; and therefore we catt- 


not be charged as Novartions, and Separatiſts. 
A turbulene diſtemper'd zeale, cannor be 


imputed to them whoſe ayme is peace, whole 
.deare efteeme of unity is ſuch, that they could 


redeeme jt with their blood : And who aJl 


this time have borne theſe burthens, now com- 
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plained of, with aſlentipatienee; and had Ritl 
continued. under an humble: fubmiſſion, and: 
yeeldingconformity, ifchaet would have given 
content, astill rheſe rimes-ithad done : Bur: 
when things -grew to chat (extremity., thae- 
we muſt not onely beare,but allow, and ſweare, 
Vaſſallage, tothar which we cannot but call 
corruptiens, and deflections, in Government, 
fromApoſtslike Puriy:It was high time to com- 
plaine, andtb'cry out, fora Temoyall of evils, 
which we muſt approve, or nor Be. 

Politicall defetts and diſtempers , can have: 
no redrefſe, bur from that: power , which is ſu- 
preme; Vnto thattherefore, with all proſtrate. 
huwiliry, wepreſent our earneſt requeſt-, that , 
theſe evils, being diſcovered, may be removed. 

We are poore Men, of low condition, whoſe 
meaſureisnotto rule, but ro ſubmir. Wepre- 
ſcribe nor formes of Government:We diſclame 
not Epiſcopacie, Government maſt be,or ruine 
will be in all Societies, If we muſt obey, as 
good a Biſhop with a-Presbytery, as a Presbyte+ 
iy withoura Biſhop. Al weſue for is,that Chriſt 
may rule withour -impeachment, in his: owne 
Houſe. That thoſe general! forealledged 
conſtitutions; which he and his Apoſtles ſetled 
in the Churchesof their firſt gathering, may be 
obſerved inviolable. | 

Humane Ordinances ſhould ferther , nor 
make voyd, orhinder Divine. Let your Au- 
thority. reteyne. in Government, .or eſtabliſh 

what 
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what it ſeeth conveniear; ſoit concord with,or 
at leaſt, doe not enevate thoſe ſacred Rules. 
What ever is againſt chem, or ſo beſides them, 
that it any whit ſtands in their way, muſt be re- 
moved, or we (hall never ſee truepeace : That 
peace which kifſerh Righteouſnefſe, which is-- 
the firme Band of Spiriruall unity- 

Reſtleſſe paines, and inordiate AQion, 
mixt needs be che conſequent of Luxations : 
when the members are out of their due places, 
ſome higher ſer, ſome lower,then they ſhould* 
be: Innovation it muſt needs be rermed, and: 
defeion, be the Authors never ſo many, An- 
cient, or holy, where their additionals ſwerve 
from, and oppoſe the uſe, and inreation of O- 
Tiginall Conſtitutions. 

A redrefſement of this,is the ſubſtance of our: 
lowly Peticionz we preſume not to define the” 
manner how, but we beſeech thar it may be,, 
and fully, ſo that matter be not lefrfor athird' 
Conyulſion, and ſolidly, that. Corruptions 
ſpring nor againe, our of any rn 
Ciples, So ſhall rhe Soules of all thoſe who: 
love the Lord eſwin ſincerity, and prefer his 
Truth, beyond ſelfe-reſpeds, both in preſear, 
and future ages renowne your names, as of 
thoſe who have done worthily : How ever, we 
have diſcharged our Duty ; and ler the 
Lord find meanes, and time, to root oat, what-- 


ever he hath not planted. 


FINIS, 


